
Teaching Critical Thinking through Art with the National Gallery of Art 

 
“I Am” Poem 

 
 
I am ___________________________________________________________ 

(two special characteristics you have) 
 
I hear ___________________________________________________________ 

(sounds, voices, or words) 
 
I wonder _________________________________________________________ 

(something you are curious about) 
 
I worry __________________________________________________________ 

(something that concerns you) 
 
I understand _____________________________________________________ 

(something that you know to be true) 
 
I feel ____________________________________________________________ 

(an emotion) 
 
I dream __________________________________________________________ 

(something you hope for in the future) 
 
I am _____________________________________________________________ 

(the first line of the poem repeated) 

 

Give your poem a title: _______________________________________________ 
 

Your name: _________________________________________________________ 

 
Language Arts Extension Activity (Grades 6-12) 

 

• Choose a character from the work of art. 
 

• What might your character be thinking or feeling in this moment? 
 



 

Connections to Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA - Literacy.CCRA.R.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the 
content of style of a text. 

CCSS.ELA - Literacy.CCRA.W.4: Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-
structured event sequences. 
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